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ORDER OF EXERCISES

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMMENCEMENT

PROCESSIONAL*

NATIONAL ANTHEM*

GREETING

PRESIDENT'S WELCOME AND CHARGE

WELCOME TO GW ALUMNI

STUDENT SPEAKER

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES

The George Washington University Wind Ensemble
Michael Schmitz, Conductor
Director of Bands

John Lach
Interim Provost, Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Wind Ensemble
Selected students escort their school’s flag and banners

Millicent Scarlett
Adjunct Professor of Music

Grace E. Speights, J.D. 82
Chair, Board of Trustees

Ellen M. Granberg
President of the University

Madeleine Jacobs, B.S. 68, HON 03
Chair, GW Alumni Council

Ethan Fitzgerald, B.A. 25, M.P.S. '26

President Granberg

Virginia Ali, Doctor of Public Service, honoris causa

Presentation of the Candidate

Kiersten Colmenares, B.A. 26

Michele Anthony, B.A. 77, Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

Presentation of the Candidate

Isis Virginia Loaiza Leon, B.A. 24, M..S. 25

The Honorable William L. Iggiagruk Hensley, B.A. ’66, Doctor of Public Service, honoris causa

Presentation of the Candidate

Lucy Bird, B.A. 26

Rebecca Kutler, B.A. 01, Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

Presentation of the Candidate
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Margot Schneider Diamond, B.A. 26

Ms. Kutler



CONFERRING OF DEGREES IN COURSE President Granberg

Columbian College of Arts and Sciences
Presentation of the Graduates Dean Paul J. Wahlbeck

School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Presentation of the Graduates Interim Dean Andrew W. Artenstein
GW Law
Presentation of the Graduates Dean Dayna Bowen Matthew

School of Engineering and Applied Science
Presentation of the Graduates Interim Dean Jason M. Zara

Graduate School of Education and Human Development
Presentation of the Graduates Interim Dean Lionel C. Howard

School of Business
Presentation of the Graduates Vice Dean Jorge Walter

Elliott School of International Affairs
Presentation of the Graduates Dean Alyssa Ayres

Milken Institute School of Public Health
Presentation of the Graduates Michael and Lori Milken Dean of Public Health Kelly Gebo

College of Professional Studies

Presentation of the Graduates Dean Liesl Riddle

School of Nursing

Presentation of the Graduates Dean Susan Kelly-Weeder
GW FIGHT SONG Wind Ensemble
RECESSIONAL* Wind Ensemble

*Those who are able should stand for these portions of the program.
At the end of the program, please remain standing until the platform party exits the stage.

Land Acknowledgment

We acknowledge that we are on the territory of many Indigenous peoples who have known the Potomac Valley and its lands and waters as
their homeland for thousands of years, including the Algonquin, Iroquois, and Siouan peoples, and, in particular, the Piscataway Tribes.
We recognize the Native Nations’ past, present, and future unbroken and unbreakable connections to these lands, and we honor their
resilience and perseverance.
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ORDER OF EXERCISES

UNIVERSITY MARSHAL

Guillermo Orti

Chair, Faculty Senate Executive Committee

Louis Weintraub Professor and Chair, Department of Biological Sciences
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences

FACULTY MARSHALS

Ricky Allen, M.H.S.A. 00
Adjunct Professor
Milken Institute School of Public Health

Denver Brunsman
Chair, Department of History
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences

Evangeline Downie
Professor of Physics
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences

Leonard Friedman
Professor
Milken Institute School of Public Health

Jill Kasle
Associate Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences

Toni Marsh

Vice Dean of Academic Affairs
Associate Professor of Paralegal Studies
College of Professional Studies

Lisa Schwartz, Ed.D.’10
Director, BLS Pre-Health Professions Advising; Associate Professor
School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Alexander van der Horst
Chair and Associate Professor, Department of Physics
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences
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STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

Columbian College of Arts and Sciences

Cristian Marchesi, B.A. 26
flagbearer

Maren Nicolaysen, M.P.A. 26
Issa Samba, B.S. 26

Caleb Schmotter, Ph.D. 26
Jordan Tovin, B.F.A.’26

School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Bobga Gang, M.D. "26
flagbearer

Leti Arguera, M.S. 26
Charles Cobbs IV, M.D. ’26
Taylor Coleman, D.P.T. 26
Nazish Khan, M.S. 26

GW Law

Hsueh-Chi Chen, J.D. 26
flagbearer

Yujin “Stella” Choi, L.L.M. "26
Maya Lilly, J.D. 26

Malaika Moiz, L.L.M. "26
Shilpa Biju Nair, L.L.M. "26

School of Engineering and Applied Science

Kaitlyn Frost, B.S. 26
flagbearer

Naiyani Paladugu, M.S. 26
Ankita Vilas Pimpalkar, M.S. 26
Aishwarya Sajjan, M.S. 26

Jatna Tito Almanzar, M.S. 26

Graduate School of Education and Human
Development

Mu-Yen (MaryAnn) Chiu, M.A. 26
flagbearer

Gigi Gutierrez, M.Ed. 26
Cody House, Dr.Ed. 26
Megan Ward, M.A. "26

School of Business

May Khin Maung Soe, M.B.A. 26, M..S. "26
flagbearer

Claudia Raquel Andres, M.S. 26
Monica Carty Vasquez, B.S. '26
Lakshya Matta, M.S. 26
Cynthia Rosa-Guardado, B.S. 26

Elliott School of International Affairs

Alesia Paris, B.A. 26
flagbearer

Eleonora Arca, M.A. 26
Caleb Briskman, B.A. 26
Kyunghoon Park, M.A. 26
Mindy Vorpahl, M.A. 26

Milken Institute School of Public Health

Phillip Jordan, Dr.P.H. 26
flagbearer

Samantha Doyle, M.P.H. 26
Shuyi Jin, M.H.A. 26

Humay Sadig, B.S. 26
Kristen Singharat, M.P.H. "26

College of Professional Studies

Diana Guajan, B.P.S. 26
flagbearer

Hind Berji, M.P.S. 26

Ebony Germany, M.P.S. 26

Alijah Jamison, M.P.S. 26

Phathu Nkhwatshirema, B.P.S. 26

School of Nursing

Adriana Szaboova, D.N.P. 26
flagbearer

Karen Archbold, B.S. 26
Peter Patsios, B.S. 26

Simone Smith, B.S. 26
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MESSAGE TO THE GRADUATES
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A Message to the Graduates from
President Ellen M. Granberg

Dear Graduates,

I am honored to welcome you to the George Washington University’s 2026

Commencement ceremony.

Throughout your experience at GW, you have acquired new knowledge, grappled
with big ideas, and inspired your colleagues and teachers with your passion and
determination. Outside the classroom, you have thrived in athletics, inspired
through the arts, and given back to your communities. You have worked hard to
fulfill the rigorous requirements of a GW degree and are prepared to embark on a
new and exciting life chapter.

For more than two centuries, GW has changed the world through exceptional
education, discipline-defining scholarship, and outstanding patient care and public
service. As the newest members of our worldwide community of more than 330,000
alumni, you are already extending this impressive legacy thanks to the passion,
curiosity, and commitment to learning that you cultivated at GW.

Your graduation comes at a time of rapid change and new possibility, globally,
nationally, and in the communities you will serve. I am confident your experiences
at GW have instilled in you the skills, flexibility, and awareness that prepare you well
to be the strong and resilient leaders our world needs right now. You came to GW to
learn to make a difference, and I have no doubt that you will.

Though your journey will take you toward new horizons, please stay in touch. No
matter where you go, GW will always be here for you and will welcome you home.
We are proud of all you have accomplished and can’t wait to see what the future
holds for you.

Congratulations!

o m.

Ellen M. Granberg
President



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Rebecca Kutler, B.A. 01

Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

Rebecca Kutler is the President of MS NOW, formerly MSNBC, a trusted destination
for breaking news and in-depth analysis. MS NOW reaches 14 million viewers on
television each week, with the average viewer tuning in for more than nine hours
weekly. Under Kutler’s leadership, the 30-year-old news brand has been transformed
into a modern, digital-first newsroom, reaching millions more through YouTube,
TikTok, and other platforms.

As president, Kutler leads the editorial direction, daily programming, digital
transformation, and long-term growth of MS NOW. She oversees more than 120 hours
of live programming, a roster of anchors and hosts, and a growing team of Pulitzer,
Murrow, Emmy, and Peabody Award-winning journalists.

Prior to being named president in February 2025, Kutler served as Senior Vice
President for Content Strategy for MS NOW, where she expanded the organization’s
investments in digital and non-linear programming. In 2025, MS NOW finished the
year as the #1 news organization across YouTube, generating nearly eight billion
combined views on YouTube and TikTok and more than 140 million downloads across
its audio portfolio.

A veteran of more than two decades in television news, Kutler held several executive
positions at CNN before joining MS NOW. She was part of teams that received an
Emmy Award for Outstanding Live Coverage, two Peabody Awards, and two duPont-
Columbia Awards.

Kutler earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Communication from the George
Washington University and a Master of Arts in Journalism from Columbia University.
She lives in Washington, D.C., with her husband and their three children.
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HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS
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Virginia Ali

Doctor of Public Service, honoris causa

Virginia Ali is the co-founder of Ben’s Chili Bowl, one of Washington, D.C.s most
historically significant restaurants. Established in 1958 with her late husband, Ben
Ali, the restaurant has become a beloved destination in the city, serving everyone
from presidents and civil rights leaders to artists, students and community members
for more than six decades.

The Alis successfully grew the business into a nationally recognized brand while
maintaining its family-owned roots and strong commitment to community
engagement, local hiring and mentorship. Beyond her entrepreneurial achievements,
Ali has been a dedicated advocate for small businesses, minority entrepreneurship
and historic preservation in D.C., serving on numerous civic boards and initiatives.

Over the years, the Alis have received countless awards and accolades, including
the America's Classics Restaurant Award from the James Beard Foundation. They
were inducted into the DC Hall of Fame in and given the Key to the City. In addition,
the Smithsonian has placed Ben's Chili Bowl on its list of the 20 Most Iconic Food
Destinations Across America.

Ali’s legacy is also preserved through the Ben’s Chili Bowl archives housed at GW’s
Special Collections Research Center, documenting decades of cultural and business
history.



Michele Anthony, B.A. '77

Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa

For more than four decades, Michele Anthony has served as a trailblazer in the U.S.
music industry, while guiding the world’s most iconic and influential artists and
record labels to achieve success.

Frequently honored as one of the top executives in the entertainment and music
industries, she has regularly appeared in Billboard’s Power List, was named their
female executive of the year, and honored as an inaugural permanent member of
their Women in Music Hall of Fame. She was named Music Visionary of the Year
by the UJA-Federation of New York and was an inaugural recipient of T.J. Martell

Foundation’s Circle of Legends Award. In 2026, she was honored as the recipient of
Clio Music’s Impact Award.

Anthony has worked alongside Gloria Steinem for more than thirty years as an
outspoken advocate for women'’s rights. She has served on boards including the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Global Citizen, where she helped found the annual Global
Citizen Festival in New York, and The Recording Industry Association of America
(RIAA).

Anthony currently serves as Executive Vice President of Universal Music Group,
where she is a member of the senior management team. Prior to joining UMG, she
founded 7H Entertainment, served as President and Chief Operating Officer of Sony
Music Label Group U.S., and was a partner in the entertainment practice at law firm
Manatt, Phelps, Rothenberg & Phillips.

She received an interdisciplinary Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and International
Affairs from the George Washington University’s Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences in 1977 and graduated, Order of the Coif, from the University of Southern
California’s School of Law.
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HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS
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The Honorable William L. Iggiagruk Hensley, B.A. '66

Doctor of Public Service, honoris causa

William Iggiagruk Hensley was born in Kotzebue, Alaska, in 1941 and raised in
the Noatak River area where his large family lived in sod homes in the winter and
tents in the summer. They lived a traditional Inupiaq life, as his ancestors had
done for thousands of years.

Since there were no high schools in rural Alaska, Hensley attended Chilhowee
Academy in Tennessee, graduating in 1960. He then went to the University of
Alaska Fairbanks (UAF). Following a -60 degree winter there, he transferred to the
George Washington University and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science in 1966.

Back at UAF, Hensley wrote a research paper titled “Alaska Native Land Claims:
The Primary Issue”, which challenged the right of Congress to convey over 100
million acres to the new state of Alaska—claiming that Alaska Natives still held
aboriginal title to all of Alaska. After a five-year battle, Congress passed the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) in 1971, conveying 40 million acres
and nearly $1 billion to Alaska Natives. It is the last and largest settlement with
America’s Indigenous population.

Hensley served for 20 years as director and eventually President of NANA Regional
Corporation, created as a result of ANCSA. He was a founder of the Alaska
Federation of Natives and served in leadership roles. Hensley served in the Alaska
House of Representatives and State Senate and later as Alaska Commissioner of
Commerce. He spent 10 years as Manager of Federal Government Relations for
the Alyeska Pipeline Service Company in Washington, D.C.

Following his retirement, he served as Distinguished Visiting Professor of
Business and Public Policy at the University of Alaska Anchorage for 10 years. In
2025 Hensley was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Hensley currently chairs the Board of the First Alaskans Institute, a research and
cultural non-profit serving the Alaska Native community.



BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY

Grace E. Speights, J.D. '82
Chair

Mark H. Chichester, B.B.A. 90, J.D. 93
Vice Chair

Jeffrey Flaks, M.H.S.A. 96
Secretary

Christine Piorkowski Barth, B.B.A. 88
Aaron Bates, B.A. 98

Charles R. Bendit, B.B.A. 75
Raymond J. Brimble, M.A.’76

Kevin M. Brown, M.E. 94

Adam Conner, B.A. 06

Regina James

Richard A. Jones, J.D. '84

Todd Klein

Ali H. Kolaghassi, B.B.A. 90

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS

Stacie R. Lissette, J.D. 92

Luis Otero, B.B.A. 20, M..S. 21
Jonathan Perlin

Judith Lane Rogers, A.A. 74 (MVC)
Michelle Rubin, B.A. 91

Ted Segal, B.A. 03

Donna Hill Staton, J.D. ’82
Jennifer Park Stout, M.A. ’06
Camila Tapias, B.A. 18, M.P.A. 20
Ellen M. Granberg (ex officio)

CHAIR EMERITI

Oliver T. Carr Jr., HON 98

John D. Zeglis, HON ’02

W. Russell Ramsey, B.B.A.’81, HON '14

Nelson A. Carbonell Jr., B.S. 85,
HON 21

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Richard Blackburn, J.D.’67
Nancy Broyhill, B.A. ’65

Henry “Ric” Duques, B.B.A. 65,
M.B.A.’69

Emilio Fernandez, M.S. 76

I. Allan From, B.B.A. 72

David Gladstone

Gary Granoff, B.B.A.’69, J.D. 73
Mark V. Hughes, B.A. 69, M..S. 77
Raymond J. Oglethorpe, M.S. ’69
The Honorable B. J. Penn, M.S. ’80
Linda D. Rabbitt, M.A. 72
Sharon Percy Rockefeller

Mark R. Shenkman, M.B.A. 67
Lydia W. Thomas

The Honorable Mark R. Warner,
B.A.’77, HON ’03

J. McDonald Williams, J.D. ’66

Ellen M. Granberg
President

UNIVERSITY
ADMINISTRATORS
Andrew W. Artenstein
(interim)
Vice President for Health
Affairs

Dean, School of Medicine
and Health Sciences

Hemant Bakshi

Vice President for Finance
and Assistant Treasurer

Charles Barber

Vice President and General
Counsel

Colette Coleman,
M.B.A.’14, Ed.D. 26

Vice President for Student
Affairs
Dean of Students

Bruno Fernandes

Executive Vice President,
Chief Financial Officer and
Treasurer

Jay Goff
Vice President and Dean of
Enrollment Management
and Student Success

Baxter Goodly, M.A. '01
Vice President for Safety
and Operations

Geneva Henry
Dean, Libraries and
Academic Innovation

John Lach (interim)
Provost and Executive
Vice President for
Academic Affairs

Michael Lipitz

Associate Vice President
and Director of Athletics

Gina Lohr
Senior Associate Vice
Provost for Research

Administrative Dean,
Virginia Science and
Technology Campus

Renee McPhatter

Associate Vice President
for Government and
Community Relations

Robert H. Miller (interim)
Vice President for Research

Sabrina Minor Alyssa Ayres
Vice President for Human Elliott School of
Resource Management and International Affairs
Development and Chief
People Officer Kelly Gebo
Milken Institute School of
Ellen Moran Public Health
Vice President for . . .
Communications and Lionel C. Howard (interim)
Marketing Graduate School of
Education and Human
Scott M. MOI'y, B.A. y96, Development
J.D.799
Senior Vice President and Susan Kelly-Weeder
Chief of Staff School of Nursing
Terry Murphy Dayna Bowen Matthew
Deputy Provost for GW Law
Academic Affairs

Jonathan E. Post
Vice President for Board
Relations and Secretary of
the University

David L. Unruh

Vice President for
University Advancement

SCHOOL DEANS
Andrew W. Artenstein
(interim)
School of Medicine and
Health Sciences

Liesl Riddle

College of Professional
Studies

Paul J. Wahlbeck

Columbian College of Arts
and Sciences

Sevin Yeltekin
School of Business

Jason M. Zara (interim)

School of Engineering and
Applied Science
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UNIVERSITY TRADITIONS

THE UNIVERSITY MACE

A new university mace was commissioned for President Granberg’s inauguration in
November of 2023. Historically, maces were used as weapons, first on battlefields
and then to protect university rectors from mischief. The GW mace bears an image
of George Washington and of the university’s seal as well as “1821” (the year the

university was chartered by Congress).

THE UNIVERSITY SEAL

The seal of the George Washington University incorporates the head of George
Washington, as painted by Gilbert Stuart. An open Bible shows a verse in Greek from
the Gospel. According to John 1:1-4, on the left page: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” and, on the right page: “In Him
was life, and the life was the light of men.” Upon the background are the words Deus
Nobis Fiducia, “God in our Trust.”

THE SCHOOL FLAGS AND GONFALONS

GW’s Commencement begins with the academic procession that includes the presentation of school flags, accompanied
by gonfalons (banners hung from crossbars). The gonfalons reflect the university’s colors, buff and blue, with banners in
colors representing that school’s field of study. Selected students from each of the university’s 10 schools carry, or escort,

their school’s flag and gonfalons and are presented in the order of the founding of their school or college.

The flag of the Columbian College of Arts and Sciences shows a book on a field of blue, representing philosophy. The
book is a reference to the original seal of the Columbian College in which a book is featured prominently with Greek
letters that quote from the Book of John.

The flag of the School of Medicine and Health Sciences shows three caducei against the traditional field of green.

The flag of GW Law has a figure of blind Justice with scales to represent the impartiality of law and a sword to symbolize
power. She is shown on a purple field, the traditional color of the discipline of law.

The flag of the School of Engineering and Applied Science has an orange circle against a white background.

The flag of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development notes its commitment to lifelong learning with
the torch and books against the light blue field of the discipline.

The flag of the School of Business presents its medal of achievement on a drab-colored field.

The flag of the Elliott School of International Affairs has the land masses of the Earth against a white background

and a red border.

The flag of the Milken Institute School of Public Health has a green cross against a salmon background with a green
border.

The flag of the College of Professional Studies has a lighthouse against a beige background.

The flag of the School of Nursing has a shield with the lamp of learning. The shield is enclosed by a navy blue banner and
sits against an apricot background.
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University Mission Statement

Since its founding in the earliest days of the nation, the George Washington
University has prepared graduates to lead with integrity, resilience, and
purpose. GW takes full advantage of its location in the heart of the nation’s
capital to bring together diverse communities of scholars, practitioners,

and professionals in service to the public good. Global in outlook and
revolutionary in spirit, GW cultivates a civic-minded community of students,
faculty, staff, and alumni whose work sparks creativity, advances discovery,
and makes a lasting impact in their communities and around the world.



SHARE
YOUR DAY

#GWCommencement

FIGHT SONG Hail to the Buff,

Hail to the Blue,
Hail to the Buff and Blue!

All our lives we'll be proud to say,
We hail from GW! (Go Big Blue!)
Oh, by George, we're happy we can say,
We're GW, here to show the way, so
Raise high the Buff!

Raise high the Blue!

Loyal to GW
You bet we're
Loyal to GW!

Fight!

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON, DC

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY ON THE NATIONAL MALL IF THE ALTERNATE SITE PLAN IS IMPLEMENTED

If an emergency situation should develop during the ceremony on the All graduates and members of the platform party should report to the
National Mall, the U.S. Park Police will either evacuate the site or direct Charles E. Smith Center, 600 22nd Street, NW. For alternate site plan
the audience to shelter in place. Please follow the direction of the U.S. information, please visit commencement.gwu.edu.

Park Police.

Families and guests can watch the full ceremony online at
commencement.gwu.edu.


https://commencement.gwu.edu/
https://commencement.gwu.edu/
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